The understanding of language learners' developmental patterns is one of the central issues in second language acquisition (SLA) research. The availability of computer learner corpora allows SLA researchers to focus afresh on descriptive facets of interlanguage analyses and to identify in an increasingly meticulous manner the language characteristics at different developmental stages (Tono, 2013) . However, learner-corpus based developmental studies have concentrated upon the lexical aspects of learners' production (Meunier, 2015) , and in turn, have given little attention to second language (L2) discourse development.
